
Supporting Spelling
at Home 



Overview
As children progress through school, they are encouraged to make increasingly reliable choices in the spelling of 
words. 
From Y2 onwards, children will have specific words to practice based on a progressive scheme designed to support the 
spelling of the most common words in the English language.

It is important that children are not discouraged from ambitious vocabulary choices in their writing and so, while 
some spelling may be corrected in their work, selections are made based on the most topic relevant or useful spelling 
patterns for them to work on.

When children are writing, they are encouraged to put a row of dots under a word they are not sure how to spell and 
then check this when they have finished rather than interrupting their train of thought. 

There is a balance to be struck between encouraging accuracy in spelling and making this something that puts 
children off writing altogether. However, avoiding spelling correction does not encourage children to spell accurately 
and can suggest to children that it is not something that matters. 

It is also recognised that, for some children, no matter how often they practise, spelling remains a very challenging 
aspect of literacy. This may mean that other strategies to support them will be needed. If you are concerned, please 
contact your child’s class teacher in the first instance.   



Assessment in Spelling 

In Key Stage 1, the Little Wandle Phonics Scheme is the primary source of spelling for children to follow based on 
their phonetic development in reading and writing.

At the point in which they finish this programme (for some children this may be during Key Stage 2), 
children will learn a range of different  words that follow a particular pattern, including common prefixes and 
suffixes, homophones and also the National Curriculum common exception words which are a statutory 
requirement. These words do not typically follow any pattern so can be difficult to learn but as part of their 
writing assessment, are one indicator as to whether the child is working at age-related expectations.   

In their bi-annual assessments, children will have a spelling test to complete, the results of which contribute to 
their overall SPaG score. At Great Chesterford, we also assess spellings in December and July to provide a 
‘spelling age’ following the SWST scheme. This enables teachers to identify particular areas of weakness and 
address these as needed.

Continuing to refer to phonics can help with the spelling of many of the most commonly used words and making 
connections with familiar words can help with learning less familiar. 

   



Year 3 and Year 4 Statutory Spellings 



Year 5 and Year 6 Statutory Spellings 



Glossary

SPaG: An abbreviation for ‘Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar ‘– sometimes known as GPS (Grammar, 
Punctuation and Spelling)

Grapheme: A letter or group of letters used to represent a particular phoneme when writing. The way
graphemes are used to represent phonemes in our written language is known as the
‘alphabetic code’.

Phoneme: The smallest unit of sound that can be identified in words. 

Ascenders: The part of a lowercase letter that rises above the height of most lowercase letters. The tall parts 
of b, d, h, k and l are ascenders
 
Descenders: The part of a lowercase letter that drops below the writing line. The tails of g, j, p, q and y are 
all descenders. In play, the p and the y have descenders

Mnemonic: A memory aid — something that helps you remember information. To spell ‘because -big 
elephants can always understand small elephants



Glossary (continued)

Digraph: A pair of letters that work together to make one sound (phoneme) 
Examples: sh in ship ,ch in chair, th in that, ea in team (vowel digraph)

Trigraph: A group of three letters that work together to make one sound (phoneme)
Examples: tch in match, igh in light, dge in bridge

Prefix: a letter or group of letters that come at the beginning of a word to change the meaning (sometimes 
making it the opposite). un, im, pre, tele 

Suffix: a letter or group of letters that come at the end of a word that either change the meaning of the 
grammatical function of a word: 
joyful  - joy is a noun – the feeling of great happiness adding ‘ful makes it an adjective e.g. I remembered 
the joyful song
played suffix shows past tense of the verb



Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check
The most common strategy.
Look: Look first at the whole word. If one part of the word is tricky, look at that in more detail.
Say:  Say the word as you look at  it using different ways of pronouncing it if that makes it easier to 
remember.
Cover: Cover the word.
Write: Write it from memory saying the word as you write it.
Check: Look at the correct spelling – if right, try writing it again a few times. If not, start again – 
which bit of the word was incorrect? Unpick that element to see why.

Trace, copy and replicate – then check.
Similar to the above.
Write the word out on a sheet of paper ensuring correct spelling and that is large enough to trace
and say it at the same time. Move next to the trace over the word just written and write it out as 
you say it. 
Turn the page over and write the word as you say it again and then check you have spelt it 
correctly. 
Then, try with more than one word at a time. Once confident, miss out the tracing part.  

Strategies for practise 



Segmentation Strategy
Split the word into its constituent phonemes in the correct order to support 
spelling e.g.

Sp -ea - king

Draw around the words to show the shape
Draw round the words making a clear distinction in size where there are ascenders and 
descenders.
Observe the shape of the word and the letters in each box. Write the word out trying to 
make the same shape.

 

Quick write
Write the word/words linked to the spelling pattern as many times as possible withing a 
time constraint. Beat the clock – see if you can beat a previous score. 



Pyramid Words 
This method encourages thinking of each letter separately. 

Mnemonic
Create a memorable phrase to remember words e.g. because – big elephants can always understand 
small elephants 

Say the word in a funny or memorable way
Emphasising letters that might be missed in words e.g. Wed-nes-day, inter-esting, the n in 
environment (don’t forget ‘Ron’)helps to remember the spelling. 

Clapping and counting the syllables
Think about how a word might be sung to break it into its constituent parts (syllables) e.g ha-ppi –
ness 



Missing letters
For common spelling patterns e.g. ‘i before e except after c’, write the letters at the beginning and end 
and just focus on the part to be learnt. 
f_____ld  
This works well when the vowels are the parts that need to be learnt.

Draw an image around the word
(This doesn’t work for all spellings) 

This aims to make the word memorable. Try to link the meaning to the spelling to make it 
noticeable.
 

AI/ Chat GPT 
This can be a useful tool to ask for banks of words with the same pattern or for 
common patterns  



Some specific rhymes/ tips that might help

‘When two vowels go out walking, the first one does the talking and usually says its name’.

This can be used for words with a vowel digraph like team, float, rain, read (present tense) tie,  
in all of these words the second vowel is silent.

For split digraph words that end in a silent ‘e’ when adding the suffix ‘ing’ the e is dropped
‘Drop the ‘e’ add i-n-g’   e.g. words like make, smile, like, snore – it is also very common for other 
words that end in ‘e’ such as like believe, assure, create, survive

For CVC (consonant, vowel, consonant ) verbs like sit, dig, swim, drop, bat  the pattern is to 
double the last consonant and add ‘ing or ‘ed. 

ible/able nearly always adding the able suffix when the word makes sense without the suffix e.g 
desirable, dependable, comfortable and ‘ible when it isn’t legible, horrible, possible. It is also then 
possible to add ly so ibly/ably for the adverb depending on whether it was ible/able. 



Adding ‘shun’  as a suffix to make a noun (it’s never spelt shun!)
If the root word ends in a te – it will be …tion 
educate/education, meditate/meditation, sedate/sedation

If the root word ends on se or d(e) it will be ...sion 
decide/decision, suspend/ suspension, revise/ revision

Shun can also be spelt ‘cian as in musician, magician, electrician where the root ends in a ‘c’

‘OY’
The ‘oy’ sound at the end of a word is always likely to be ‘oy’ whereas if it is within a word, it is 
more likely to be ‘oi’
toy/boy/employ/destroy
boiler/point/ foil /soil

Changing a ‘y’ to an ‘I’ when adding a suffix

Very common that when adding a suffix to a root word that ends in y that it changes to an ‘i’  e.g.
Baby/ babies, family/ families, spy/ spied marry/married, happy/happiest, chilly/chilliest 



Check for the letter ‘c’ first. If the letters come after one, you use the ‘ei’ 
spelling rule, regardless of sound.

The ‘ie’ spelling pattern is used most of the time if those letters make the 
sound ‘igh’ or ‘ee’ in a word.  Here are some examples:
 lie  thief  fiery  niece

The ‘ei’ spelling pattern is used most of the time if those letters make the 
sound ‘ay’ in the word. Here are some examples: 
 vein  weight  neighbour  veil

‘i before e except after c’



Understanding Word Families

A single word can have lots of variations in all its different forms, but all of the forms relate to the same 
meaning so they all belong to the same word family.

Noun: care 
Verb: care, cared, cares, caring
Adjective: caring, careful, careless, carefree
Adverb: carefully, carelessly

When adding a prefix/suffix, or sometimes both, the root word will stay the same (although note in ‘caring’ 
the rule for dropping the e applies:

Friend
Friendly
Unfriendly

Colour
Colourful 
Discolour   



Some commonly misspelt homophones and near homophones







Etymology: Understanding the origins of a word can help to understand how it is 
spelt. Lots of our words have their origins in other languages.  Here are some 
examples that might be used for older children.     





Some more ways to practise spelling
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